DOCUMENT RESUME 



ED 432 782 



CS 216 829 



AUTHOR 
TITLE 
PUB DATE 
NOTE 

AVAILABLE FROM 
PUB TYPE 
EDRS PRICE 
DESCRIPTORS 



IDENTIFIERS 



Masters, Susan Rowan 

Teaching Guides: "Summer Song" and "Libby Bloom." 

1999-07-00 

7p. 

Web si te : http : //www . madbbs . com/ srmas ter/ toe . htm 
Guides - Classroom - Teacher ( 052 ) 

MFOl/PCOl Plus Postage. 

Childhood Interests; *Childrens Literature; Class 
Activities ; Elementary Education; *Interdisciplinary 
Approach; * Thematic Approach 
♦Response to Literature; *Trade Books 



ABSTRACT 



These two teaching guides, one for the novel "Summer Song," 
(appropriate for grades 5 through 8) and one for the novel "Libby Bloom" 
(appropriate for grades 3 through 6) are designed to help teachers use these 
children's books in interdisciplinary classroom settings. The "Summer Song" 
guide offers thematic links on the topics of "friendship," "family," 
"compromise," and "separation and loss," and interdisciplinary links for 
language arts, math, social science, music, and art. The guide provides 
thematic links on the topics of "friendship," "family," and "self 
confidence," and interdisciplinary links for math, social studies, language 
arts, music, art, computers, and science. (NKA) 
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By 

Susan Rowan Masters 
July 1999 



SUMMER SONG 

Grades 5, 6, 7, and 8 

"Etta May, a self-proclaimed magnet for disaster, carries more than her share of burdens. 
Soon after the death of her beloved grandmother, her grandfather Gent grows too weak 
from emphysema to tend his cherished roses or take care of the rundown trailer where he 
and Etta May live. When Etta May realizes that Gent’s disease is terminal, she resolves to 
carry out his last wish: to die in his own bed. She wages a lonely battle against doctors 
and, even more painfully, the absentee mother she has hitherto seen ‘all of nine times.’ In 
the tradition of Where the Lilies Bloom and A Day No Pigs Would Die, this story about 
love and compromise traces the struggles of a determined child taking on adult 
responsibilities. Scenes depicting the clash of wills among three generations are balanced 
with portrayals of familial tenderness and compassion. Masters’ quick dialogue adds color, 
while poignant narrative evokes the frustration, fear and final acceptance experienced in 
the face of a deep loss." — Publishers Weekly 
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